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UnitingCare NSW.ACT moves online to get aged care noticed in November
UnitingCare Ageing NSW. ACT today launched the “Who cares anyway!” campaign to put aged care on the electoral map with a blend of new and old campaigning techniques.

UnitingCare Ageing, the single largest provider of aged care services in NSW and the ACT, has released an election issues paper and set up a new website www.whocaresanyway.com.au to raise the profile of aged care during the election campaign and beyond. 

“Our paper sets out what we think the top issues are and what the next government should do about them. But we want to hear from everyone with an interest in aged care”, says Ms Gillian McFee, Director of UnitingCare Ageing. 

The new website serves as a forum for people interested in aged care to voice their opinions, register their concerns, find information and generally discuss one of Australia’s most critical issues – our ageing population and the future of aged care.

 “Our new campaign website has blogs, comments, feeds and podcasts to get people involved in conversation and debate. 
“We are using new media to bring pressure to bear on an old issue.
“This election campaign is the ideal time for a community discussion of the future of aged care”, says Ms McFee.
The first three podcasts on the site deal with what UnitingCare Ageing believes should be the top priorities for the next Australian Government:

· Community Aged Care

· Healthy Ageing

· Critical Workforce Issues

In particular, UnitingCare Ageing wants the next Australian Government to:

· Increase the overall planning ratio for community care so more people can remain at home longer.
· Introduce a healthy ageing supplement to aged care providers where they demonstrate improved health and well-being for older people in their care.

· Close the gap on the wages disparity between nurses in aged care and better paid nurses in health care to address the critical workforce shortage.  

“NGOs have been slow to embrace social media but we see these new tools as an ideal way to build momentum for our campaign by getting people involved”, says Gillian McFee.
UnitingCare Ageing NSW. ACT is inviting parliamentarians and political candidates from all parties to submit their own podcasts and blog posts on these issues.
“We want as many electors as possible to think about aged care before they cast their vote, and our campaign web site is the place to start.
 “This site a place for genuine exchanges of ideas on these important issues that ultimately affect everyone’, Ms McFee said.
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About UnitingCare Ageing NSW.ACT

As a service group of Uniting Care NSW.ACT, UnitingCare Ageing is responsible for the Uniting Church’s ministry for older people, particularly those who are disadvantaged, vulnerable and isolated. With around 14,000 people in our care, UnitingCare Ageing is the single largest provider of aged care services in New South Wales and the ACT.

We seek to provide positive lifestyle choices for older people that result in enriching and fulfilling lives. Our services are delivered in a Christian context characterised by compassion and love for all. Our team of Chaplains and Pastoral Care workers also provide comfort, counselling and advocacy for residents, clients, families, volunteers and staff as a holistic expression of care. This sets us apart from other aged care providers.

UnitingCare Ageing offers care in a range of accommodation settings including high care, residential care, retirement living, community care, day centres, private nursing services and respite care. We continually strive to develop services by seeking knowledge, responding to and meeting community expectations and by developing innovative approaches that will provide the best possible care for the people we serve.
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